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The Administration of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) offers the following
comments on the Board of Regent's Maunakea Governance Permitted Interaction Group (MIG)
report and proposed Resolution 19-03 To Act on Items Relating to Maunakea Management
(Resolution).
As an initial matter, OHA reiterates that for nearly half a century, the state of Hawai'i and
the University of Hawai'i have failed their legal responsibility to properly manage Maunakea.
This mismanagement has continued despite constant calls for reform from the Native Hawaiian
community, Hawai'i County residents, the general public, and the state Auditor.
The state and UH have established a long pattern of issuing superficial public statements
premised on apologies and promises of doing better, that ultimately result in little material
improvement in the care of Maunakea. We fear that the MIG report and proposed resolution is
just a continuation of this pattern. To be clear, OHA appreciates that there is the "feeling
amongst some Regents that the Board needed to do more to evaluate on the University of
Hawai'i's . . . governance and stewardship of Maunakea by establishing the [MIG]" 1 • In
particular, OHA appreciates that the MIG report recognizes UH's "past and present
mismanagement" and commits UH to fulfilling its duty to properly steward Maunakea and to
ensure that industrial-scale development on the mauna's summit does not further injure natural
and cultural resources on these culturally sacred and long neglected lands.
However, we must point out the similarity of these current pronouncements to what state
and UH officials said just four years ago. For example, we note that UH's recognition today that
it has "unmet responsibilities and ongoing compliance issues that have delayed completion of
certain recommendations and requirements under the Management Plans," and "desires to
remove any delays in compliance and to complete ongoing responsibilities in an accelerated and
expeditious manner," nearly mimics UH President David Lassner's admission on June 1, 2015,
that "UH has not yet met all of [its] obligations to the mountain," and Governor lge's May 26,
2015, proclamation that the state has "in many ways failed the mountain [ ...] and we must act
immediately to change that." Today's reiteration of what was said four years ago is evidence that
(1) no management reforms by the state and UH have been made in the intervening years as
1 MIG Report, at I.
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