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Kalawao County

The land inclines sharply to the lofty
mountains and the nearly mile-high

summit of Mount Kamakou, then
ends abruptly with emeraldgreen
cliffs, which plunge into a lurid

aguamarine sea dotted with tiny
deserted islets. These breathtaking
3,250-foot sea cliffs, the highest in
the world, stretch 14 majestic miles
U | aced by water

by five pristine
occupied by early Hawaiians who

built stone terraces and used
waterfalls to irrigate taro patches.

Long after the sea cliffs formed, a
tiny volcano erupted out of the sea
at their feet and spread lava into a
flat, leaf-like peninsula. (Foster, B
2004, p. 460).

Kalaupapa PeninsulaCourtesy of National Park Service (NPS/Image).

This narrative extolls the natural beauty of arg @ iohkaa & a wland ef isolation). Yet in the course of history,
because of this isolation, it also became known as the 2 iohkaumaha nohoi (deep sorrow) andpilikia (misery,
hardship, and suffering),ka luakupapad kanu ola (the grave of living corpses or a livingtomb)c a éol e k2 n
ma kzi § awgphiace where there is no | aw), and a apriso
Stevenson, 1991). Today there are efforts to heal and preserve tltis? icalled Kalawao County.
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HAWAI é1 S FI VE COUNTI ES

On April 30, 1900, the Organic Act established t
&Hawaii, Maui, Oahu, Kauai, Molokai, Lanai, Niihau, Kahoolawe, Molokini, Lehua, Kaula, Nihoa,
Necker, Laysan, Gardiner, Lisiansky, Ocean, French Frigates Shoal, Palmyra, Brooks Shoal, Pearl and

Her mes Reef |, Gambi a Shoal and Dowsett and Mar o F
Territorial Legislature passed the County Act tha
Kauaci, and Kal awao ( Act 39, 1905, p. 44) . TwWo VY E

County of Honolulu (Act 118, 1907, p. 200).

The following table and map show the jurisdiction areas of these counties which consist of the eight major
islands, the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands (NWHI), and the waterghree nautical miles off their shores.
Table 1. County Jurisdiction

County Jurisdiction

Hawai ¢ciHawai ¢i | sl and
(City and County of Honolulu). Oc¢cahu and NW

Honolulu unincorporated territory of the U.S. Palmyra was included until 1959.

Kalawao Kalaupapa Settlement consisting of Kalaupapa, Kalawao, and Waikolu villages

Kauaci Kauvag¢i, Lehua, and Kacgul a; and Nig¢i hau

Maui Kahoc¢oPmavgei;; LMaui and Mol okini; and Mol okaci
Sources: Revised Laws of Hawgi 1915; Cahoon, 1999.

Ko Hawai éi Pae & ina (Hawaiian Archipelago)

In 2006, President George Bush made the NWHI area a national monument. A year later, it was renamed
the Papah@2naumoku?®kea Marine National Monument f

ancestors. In 2010, it became the first mixed (natural and cultural) UNESCO World Heritage site. €o
managers are the Department

' NORTH WESTERN HAWAIIAN ISLANDS PAPAHANAUMOKUAKEA N .

2 of Commer cees N C
e | u : E Dep ar t me n t of I n
TR N and Wl_ldllfe Service, and the

Hawaig State Department of
. Land and Natural Resources
" Papa apoho e (DLNR).
d ol - Land masses include:
, Puhahonu ﬂ Nihoa’
.. e 1 Necker (Mokumanamana)
| e e e SR aaa= 1 FrEnch Frigate Shoals
o (Mokup&papa),
z —— f Gardner Pinnacles
é Lehia  grghy . Molokat (P¢é¢hahonu)
g w Maui M Banks and Seamounts,
[} Kahoowe ... Maro Reef(Naluk®kala),
X 1 Laysan( Ka,u®°)
,' 9 Lisianski(Papa; goho),
e - - i 1 Pearl and Hermes Atoll
. (Holoikauaua),
Map: Courtesy of Research Division; Land, Culture, and History Section; OHA. 1 Midway (Pihemanu) and
Source:Papah2naumoku?2kea, 2015. ¢ Kur e At ol | (Kan

Notes: United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
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KALAWAO COUNTY
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The Hawaic i Revised St at ui34Cuniyof Ré&aywaoyeverhance state3:2 6

Mg Docusmwre KALA MNewsess: D002023) rra

(@) The county of Kalawao shall consist of that portion of the island of Moloka i kno
Kalaupapa, Kalawao, and Waikolu, and commonly known or designated as the Kalaupaps
Settlement, and shall not be or form a portion of the county of Maui, but is constituted a county by
itself. As a county it shall have only the powers especially conferred and given by sections 32684
to326-38 and, except as provided in those sect
Statutes regarding counties shall be deemed to refer to or shall be applicable to the county @
Kalawao.

(b) The county of Kalawao shall be under the jurisdiction and control of the department of health
and be governed by the laws, and rules relating to the department and the care and treatment @
persons affected with Hansenés disease, eXxCcC§

Al so, t he Maui County Charter Article 1 Sectiagdg
Molokag i , L2@2naci, and Kahocol awe and all ot her [

Kalawao and Waikolu, and commonly known and designated as the Kalaupapa Settlement, sha
constitute the county. &

Kalawao County has no county government; a sheriff is appointed by the Hawai i Depart me
(DOH). The HRS Chapter 326, Sections 3248326-4 0 Hansenés Disease det
treatment, care, services, expenses, and privacy; general excise, income, and real property ta
exemptions; employment, compensation, and pensions; Kalaupapa store; fishing laws exemption; an
Damien Memaorial Chapel.
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GEOGRAPHY OF MOLOKAGI

Mol okag¢i | sl and has been described as a fish or st
the peninsula as the dorsal fin. It was formed by three volcanoes:

1) West Mol okac¢i or Mauna Loa,
2) East Mol okag¢i or Wailau with Mount Kamakou, an
3) Pucu c¢cUao with Kauhak©°® Crater to the north (Ha

Accordingtomocol( st or i es, myt hs, |l egends) , Mol okaci i s
(moon goddess, goddess of fertility, goddess of t
Hence the sayingMo | ok a ¢ i Nudr emt HiMod okaci , Child of Hi na) .
east Mol oeakeeoeHii nias oKke Cave of Hina. Wi thin the cave
the famous winds Il inahu, Ul uhewa, and L¢l ¢ku. Hi |

provide the fishermen with abundant kala (surgeonfish). If they failed to thank Hina with kala, the
fishermen would never catch fish again (Kelley, 2000; McGregor, 2007).

GEOGRAPHY OF KALAWAO COUNTY

Kalawao County is located on the north coast of

Mol okaci on the Kalaupapa (
Kalawao) Peninsula (Stein, 2010). Kalawao translates

as Adannounce mountain area
at wo presents or doubl e |
Makanal ua al so means agi v
reference to Kauhak? Crate
burial site (Mouritz, 1916).

The peninsula is isolated byn 2 p(sed cliffs) a
guarter-mile high on the south and the Pacific Ocean
along the coast. Access is by small plane at
Kalaupapa Airport and barge (once a year in the
summer ) . Access by foot or
3.2 mile trail of 26 switchbacks that were hand
carved in 1907 by Manuel Farinha, a Portuguese
immigrant who hung from ropes draped over the cliff
(Dawson, 1998). Historically, there were at least two
steep pali trail s wi t h names ir
Wai h&a nau, Da@mi ®ali, Makamalua
Kalawao, and Kalaupapa (KALA,2011).

Fishing and Farming Villages

There were three villages: Kalaupapa (flat leaf)
Kalawao, and Waikolu (three waters) (Ulukau,
2004) . T h maku (districtlohbbsada h u p ula ¢ a
(land divisions): Kalaupapa (west side of peninsula)
Makanalua (center of peninsula to the northern tip),
Kal awao (eastern coast Jand
Waikolu (Waikolu Valley) (McCoy, 2005).

Klupapa Trail Courtesy of NPS/Image.
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SELECTED BRIEF HISRY OF KALAWAO COUNTY

As cited in McCoy (2005), the first Native Haw
hundreds of years, in Waikolu Valley ~A.D. 110041650, and in Kalaupapa Peninsula ~A.D. 130@1400.
They had a fishing and agricultural subsistence. Archaeological and cultural evidence found on the
peninsula include 16 k o ¢fiahing shrines) and 26heiau( t e mpl es) such as Mak
cattle, horses, donkeys, and mules were introduced in the 1800s. They mainly grevkalo (taro) in
windward Kalawao and ¢ u adwaeet potato) in leeward Kalaupapa using wetland and dryland agriculture,
respectively. There is evidence of trails across the peninsula for crop exchange. Numerous low rock wall
subdivide the peninsula. They may have been pig pens, windbreaks for crops, as well as propert
boundaries. Of notable size at over a meter hi
Kalawaoa h u p unaag leve been constructed between 17981866.

¢ dla
Brought as a canoe plant by the Polynesiansg u all a
(Ipomoea batatag was an important staple for Native
Hawaii ans. Kamapcaglhsad a ggl|d of t he
snout to dig up the tubers (White, 1994).

Accordingto mo¢c ol el @,ameudloa Mo| okacgi Vi a

Pakacga, a seelrovgainlawdai can |l sl and who

fled after finding disfavor. He planted six fields for the

six district chiefgcs gbolddedHpwai ¢ i Il sl and. The

sustenance for his pursuers when their food ran out
(Goodwin, 1993; Fornander, 191831919).

During the California Gold Rush, Kalaupapa farms
provided ¢ u a fora the miners from 18491851

(McCoy, 2005). _ _ .
Peninsula Terrain Courtesy of Kai Markell, OHA.

Hi storically, Mol okac¢i was |l eft alone due in p
kahuna (sorcererpriests). Mo ¢ o Itell ofd_anikaula, a wise and famous prophet in the 1500s and hi
sacred kukui (candl enut) grove. Mo | o kpaogci 0 Ksorgesy) akdh asvang 2 &

h o ¢ o u n(land wteere spirits were sent on malicious errands). It was the home of the onlyahuna who
knew the secret of the Kalipahoa (fire gods) who poisoned the trees of Maunaloa (Beckwith, 1989).

However, by the 1700s, chiefs from O¢ahu, Ma u i
peninsul a, Makapul apai was the battlefield of
Kehaka. The Kog¢olau chiefs wanted the southern
fishing for hal f the year. Wi t hk olge | pp(stinacdee) @agned
Haul anui akea, the Kocolau warriors were deci mat

Cave and the large Makapulapai Burial Complex consisting of 60 burial platforms. In 1795, Kamehameh
t he Great conquered Mol okacgi

Mocol el o

One version of the | egend of Kamalo and Kacguhu
in the cliffs of Kalawao and Kalaupapa. Kamalo, a priest, sought revenge because the chief Kupa slew
sons for beating sacredpahu drums. Kamalo was told to build a fence, use sacred whit&apa (bark cloth)
staffs, and fill the enclosure with 400 r ed hédu.
Kacuhuhu then sent a c¢cloud and a rainbow whi ch
the har bor at-eaterpA(Stkirg 2020k a ( man

t h

40
rne
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