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SB190, RELATING TO THE BUDGET OF THE OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS  


 I strongly SUPPORT SB190, which appropriates funds for Fiscal Biennium 2019-2021 for operations of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs.   OHA is a semi-autonomous state agency established by the constitution and laws of the State of Hawaiʻi, and mandated to better the conditions of Native Hawaiians, Hawaiʻi’s indigenous, native people.  OHA fulfills its mandate through advocacy, research, community engagement, land management and the funding of community programs.  OHA’s budget bill requests state general funds for each of the next two fiscal years to support OHA’s budget plans for the upcoming biennium. 
In the last six fiscal years (2011-2018), OHA awarded over $110 million in programmatic funding, grants, and sponsorships, that address our state’s most critical issues, including environmental stewardship, food security, housing and homelessness, education, and health care. 
Of those funds, since 2011, OHA has awarded upwards of $25 million on land and culture related grants and contracts, which include substantial funding in support of the Native Hawaiian traditional and cultural practices that rely heavily on balanced use of our streams, such as mahi ‘ai kalo. 
In the last six fiscal years (2011-2018), OHA awarded over $110 million in programmatic funding, grants, and sponsorships, that address our state’s most critical issues, including environmental stewardship, food security, housing and homelessness, education, and health care.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I support the continued partnership between the State and OHA to fund these critical programs and humbly request that this measure be passed out of this committee.

