Sample Testimony: 
SB 193 Relating to State Council on Mental Health 
State Council on Mental Health: Requires that 3 members of council have a background in Native Hawaiian health practices

I strongly SUPPORT SB193 which will require at least three (3) members of the Hawaiʻi State Council on Mental Health to “have demonstrated expertise in Native Hawaiian traditional and customary practices.” I believe that it is important that these council members have an understanding about how their decisions affect Native Hawaiian mental health related to high rates of suicide, alcohol and drug abuse, incarceration, child abuse, school adjustment problems, and certain psychological and psychiatric mental illnesses. There are many powerful examples where Native Hawaiian traditional and customary practices, values, and beliefs build resilience in individuals, their networks, and their communities. This bill takes a positive step forward in reaffirming the state’s commitment to Native Hawaiians across the state. I urge the committee to PASS this bill.
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