Sample Testimony:
HCR3 Relating to Charter School Facilities Funding
Requesting Completion of Report on Facilities Funding for Public Charter Schools

I strongly support HCR3 that seeks to address the longstanding lack of equitable facilities funding for Hawaiʻiʻs Public Charter Schools. Despite the proven success of Public Charter Schools in the areas of on-time graduation rates, college matriculation rates, and reduced chronic absenteeism, the needs of the schools are too often overlooked. The disparities in funding faced by public charter schools are glaring, especially in the area of funding for facilities. 

Of the 37 charter schools statewide, 17 are Hawaiian culture-based or Hawaiian language immersion schools. These public charter schools are funded on a per-pupil basis, however, in addition to using these funds to pay for direct education costs, such as teachersʻ salaries, they must use these funds to pay for facilities as well. This shortcoming in the public charter school system has been identified as problematic for a number of years. The State Legislature along with the State Public Charter School Commission worked to address this matter by creating a Charter School Facilities Funding Working Group to identify ways to address this problem. However,  the issue has yet to be resolved. 
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SCR2 advances the effort to address this matter by calling for a necessary next step, the issuance of a report by the State Public Charter School Commission. The required report is to set forth findings on criteria and prioritization of facilities funding for public charter schools. I strongly support HCR3.

